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The Kissel Files Project 
An Annotated Bibliography 
Prepared by Lynn Kissel 

 
This document contains lists of reference material related to the Kissel Motor Car Company, 
Hartford, Wisconsin (1906-1930). 

The first section broadly categorizes some of the references. Following that is a list of citations 
sorted alphabetically by first author. 

For many citations, a short summary comment and perspective are provided. In some cases, 
perceived errors in statements made in the original are noted. Are these reported errors 
completely accurate? It is suggested that they be taken as a second opinion from one or more 
KisselKar Klub members for your consideration.  

Can you expand on these comments or have you noticed other errors in these references? Do you 
have other Kissel-related references to add to this list? Did you find errors in this bibliography? 
Do you disagree with some of the reported errors? Is so, please forward your 
comments/additions/corrections to ‘mailto:editor@kisselkar.net’. 

The Author-Date System, developed by the University of Chicago, is generally followed for 
these references with some exceptions. For example, we often include ‘month’ in addition to 
‘volume (number)’ for improved usability by Klub members. For more information and 
examples, please the Chicago Manual of Style, and, for example, 
‘http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/chicago2.php. 

 

General Histories… 

(Husting 1971a) (Quandt 1990) (Zahm 1989) (deBeaumont 1953) 

(Duerksen 1971a) (Duerksen 1971b) (Duerksen 1972) 

(Cuthbert 1989) (Husting 1961) (Husting 1955)  

(Pfau 1975) (Fitzgerald 1963)  

(Orwig 1995a) (Orwig 1995b) 

(Weatherhead 1965) (Theobald 2004)  

(Kissel 2010) (Foster 2017) (Kissel 2021) 
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Speedster Histories… 

(Beardsley 1959) (Motor Trend 1962) (Adler 1997) (Vance 2004) (Sieber 2020) 

 

Ruxton Histories… 

 (Godshall 1969) 

 

Model Introductions/Announcements… 

Electric vehicles (Motor Age 1910) Plans for 1911 vehicles (July 1910) 

Sedanlet model (Motor West 1917) Nov 1, 1917 (Kissel Model Year 1918) 

KisselKar Silver Special (Horseless Age 1918) (ATJ 1918) Jan 1918 

Kissel Silver Special Models: (Motor 1918) Dec 1918 

--- this section is very incomplete --- 

 

Vehicle-Specific Articles… 

1909 KisselKar 6-60 Semi Racer (car# 60-662): (Palermo 2013) 

1911 KisselKar LD-11 Semi Racer (car# 2229): (Martin 1992) 

1912 KisselKar 4-50 Semi Touring (eng# 6058): (Car Classics 1967) (Brown 1986) 

1914 KisselKar 4-40 Touring (car# 15471): (Baime 2015) 

1917 KisselKar 6-38 Touring (car# 38-3827): (Strohl 2007) 

1920 Kissel 6-45 Speedster (car# 45-1964): (Cars&Parts 1971) 

1921 Kissel 6-45 Speedster (car# 45-3192): (Cheney 1953) (Road and Track 1953) 

1923 Kissel 6-45 Speedster (car# 45-7089): (AACA 2014)  

1923 Kissel Speedster 6-45 (car# 45-7245): (Adler) (Adler 1997) 

1924 Kissel Speedster 5-55 (car# 55-4323): (Davis 1981) (Krumboltz 2008a) (Krumboltz 
2008b) (Tegler 2010) (Independent 2010) (SFConcours 2010) (Stein 2011) (Kissel 2011) 
(Jennings 2011a) (Jennings 2011b) (Baime 2015) (also AutoWeek, Senior Magazine) 

1925 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-6907): (Ashmead 2003) (Stevens 2008) (Cars&Parts 
2009a)  

1925 Kissel 8-75 Speedster (car# 75-1784): (Sklarek 1973) 
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1926 Kissel 8-75 Speedster (car# 75-5208): (Brown 1989) 

1927 Kissel 8-65 Speedster (car# 65-1082): (Beardsley 1959) 

1927 Kissel 8-75 Speedster (car# 75-5891) (McBroom 2017), (McBroom 2019) 

1928 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-13641): (SCW 1959) 

1929 Kissel 8-95 White Eagle Coupe Roadster (car# 95-1084): (Richardson 2005) 

1929 Kissel 8-95 Tourster (car# 95-1504; aka car# 95-4663):  

1929 Kissel 8-126 White Eagle Speedster (car# 126-1071): (Spiegelman 1983) 

1929 Kissel 8-126 White Eagle Speedster (car# 126-1076): (Fitzgerald 1963) 

 

Famous Kissel Owners… 

Amelia Earhart (Gurnsey 2019) 

 

KisselKar Klub… 

1954 Klub established (AACA 1961)  

1971 Meet, July 18 (Husting 1971b) 

2016 Meet, June 24-26: (Griesbach 2016) 

 

Kissel Production Numbers… 

(Heasley 1977) (KMCC c1921) (KMCC c1930a) (KMCC c1930b) (Trombinoscar 2010) 

 

Kissel Serial Numbers… 

(Branham 1919) (Branham 1920) (Branham 1923)  (Branham 1927) (Branham 1928) 
(Branham 1930) (Brigham 1994) 

 

Kissel Radiator Emblems… 
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References… 

(AACA 1961) Antique Automobile Club of America 1961. “The Kissel Kar Klub.” Antique 
Automobile 25 (2/Mar-Apr): 115-119. 

Description of the founding of the KisselKar Klub and its purposes. 

(AACA 1965) Antique Automobile Club of America 1965. “1925 Kissel Model 6-55 Enclosed 
Speedster (illustration).” Antique Automobile 29 (6/Nov-Dec). 

Caption to full-page illustration states “From an original drawing in a series of classic/antique autos created 
especially for Behr-Manning Division Norton Company”. 

(AACA 2014) Antique Automobile Club of America 2014. “2013 National Awards: Presidents 
Cup – Eastern Division.” Antique Automobile 78 (2/Mar-Apr) 47. 

AACA Presidents Cup (for quality of restoration) awarded to 1923 Kissel 6-45 Speedster (car# 45-7089). 

(Adler) Adler, Dennis ????. The Art of the Automobile; The 100 Greatest Cars. ????. 

Number 60 is the Kissel Speedster; two pages with images of 1923 Kissel Speedster 6-45 (car# 45-7245). 

Poor scan cuts off sides from over-sized  pages. Missing index and publisher info. Rescan. 

(Adler 1997) Adler, Dennis 1997. “1923 Kissel Gold Bug.” Car Collector 20 (1/Jan): 28-32. 

Article about 1923 Kissel 4-45 Speedster (car# 45-7245). 

(AI 1923) Automotive Industries 1923. “Kissel Announces New Coupe and Roadster.” 
Automotive Industries (Aug. 30): 441. 

Announcement of new Speedster and Coupe bodies for Model 6-55. 

(Ashmead 2003) Ashmead, H. DeWayne 2003. “Kissel Speedster.” The Classic Car 51 
(4/Winter): 2-5. 

Article about 1925 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-6907) by owner. 

(ATCA 1987) Antique Truck Club of America 1987. “KisselKar Trucks.” Double Clutch 17 
(6/Nov-Dec): ??. 

One-page on KisselKar trucks. 

Have image of cover, but not of 1-page KisselKar truck article. 

(ATJ 1918) American Trade Journal 1918. “Kissel Kar Silver-Special Sixes.” American Trade 
Journal (Jan): 231A. 

Announcement of KisselKar Silver Special models. 

(ATJ 1920) American Trade Journal 1920. “Kissel Closed Cars Exhibited.” American Trade 
Journal (Jan?): 239-240. 

Announcement of new closed bodies (Coupe,4p Urban-Sedan, 6p Sedan) on 6-45. Thermostatic engine 
temperature control mentioned. 

(ATJ 1930) American Trade Journal 1930. “Kissel.” American Trade Journal (Jan): 94. 

One-page review of Kissel’s 1930 cars. 

(Automobile 1915) Automobile 1915. “Kissel Adds Four-Cylinder Chassis.” The Automobile 
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(Sept. 9): 469-471. 

Three-page article of Kissel’s 1915 new four-cylinder chassis. 

(Automobile 1916) Automobile 1916. “Kissel Brings Out Light Six.” The Automobile (June 22): 
1128-1129. 

Announcement of Hundred Point Six (6-38). 

(Avery 2015) Avery, Matt 2015. “Kissel may not be well-known, but its vehicles are not 
forgotten.” DailyHearld.com: 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20150601/entlife/150609995#. 

Article about the Wisconsin Automotive Museum, including 6 large photos, one of a Kissel car, one of a Kissel 
fire truck.  

(AYB 1917) McClure’s Magazine 1917. Automobile Year Book. New York: McClure 
Publications. 

Kissel Motor Car Company listed on pages 149-151. Specs and prices for Hundred-Point Six (6-38) Touring 
and All-Year Sedan, 6-42 All-Year Sedan,  

(Baime 2015) Baime, A.J. 2015. “Built for Garbo and Fairbanks, But Still Here.” Wall Street 
Journal (Jan. 21): D4. 

“My Ride” weekly auto-interest column on 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323) and 1914 KisselKar 4-
40 Touring (car# 15471). On-line version has 15 photos taken by Max Whittaker. 

(Beardsley 1959) Beardsley, J. L. 1959. "The Golden Kissel." Road and Track 10 (10/Jun): 42-
45. 

Brief history of Kissel Speedsters. Simulated road test of 1927 Kissel 8-65 Speedster (car# 65-1082). 

(Beardsley 1970) Beardsley, J. L. 1970. "Rare and Racy, the Kissel Gold Bug." Car Classics 13 
(4/Apr): 18-23. 

Article notes Kissel lead body designer as Frederich Weiner – should be Werner. 

Cover of this issue of Car Classics notes ‘April’ while inside title page notes ‘March’. As it is No.4, assume that 
the cover (April) is correct. 

(Betts 1963) Betts, Charles L., Jr. 1963. American Vintage Cars. New York: Sports Car Press. 

Chapter 10, pp.106-109, is a four-page note on Kissel Speedsters. 

(Branham 1919) Branham Printing Company 1919. Automobile Reference Book, 1920 Edition. 
Chicago: Ben P. Branham Printing Co. 

Pages 70-71, 190-191. Serial numbers for Kissel cars 1915-1919, Kissel trucks for 1919. 

(Branham 1920) Branham Printing Company 1920. Automobile Reference Book, 1921 Edition. 
Chicago: Ben P. Branham Printing Co. 

Pages 91, 242. Serial numbers for Kissel cars 1915-1920. Kissel trucks for 1919-1920. 

(Branham 1923) Branham Printing Company 1923. Automobile Reference Book, 1924 Edition. 
Chicago: Ben P. Branham Printing Co. 

Pages 188-197, 474-477. Serial numbers for Kissel cars 1917-1924, Kissel trucks for 1919-1923. 
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(Branham 1927) Branham Printing Company 1927. Automobile Reference Book, 1928 Edition. 
Chicago: Ben P. Branham Printing Co. 

Pages 363-364, only. Serial numbers for Kissel trucks for 1921-1927. Digital file does not have the listing for 
Kissel cars. 

(Branham 1928) Branham Printing Company 1928. Automobile Reference Book, 1929 Edition. 
Chicago: Ben P. Branham Printing Co. 

Pages 114-121, 366-367. Serial numbers for Kissel cars 1922-1929, Kissel trucks for 1922-1927. 

(Branham 1930) Branham Printing Company 1930. Automobile Reference Book, 1931 Edition. 
Chicago: Ben P. Branham Printing Co. 

Pages 134-141, 392-395. Serial numbers for Kissel cars 1924-1930, Kissel trucks for 1924-1930. 

(Brigham 1994) Brigham, Grace 1994. The Serial Number Book for U.S. Cars 1900-1975. 
Osceola, WI: Motorbooks International. 

Listing for Kissel 1912-1931, pp.145-147. Of questionable accuracy. 

(Brown 1986) Brown, Arch 1986. “1912 KisselKar “50” Semi-Touring.” Cars&Parts 29 (1/Jan): 
36-40. 

Article on 1912 KisselKar 4-50 Semi-Touring (eng# 6058). 

(Brown 1989) Brown, Arch 1989. “1926 Kissel 8-75.” Special Interest Autos 111 (June): 38-45, 
63. 

Article on 1926 Kissel 8-75 Speedster (car# 75-5208). 

Table of Kissel production numbers for 1925-1930. 

(Brown 2017) Brown, Ray 2017. “Boulevards All The Way--Maybe.” Private communication 
with Lynn Kissel, July 1. 

A two page book report on a book Boulevards All the Way by James Montgomery Flagg of a 1924 trip from 
New York to California and back, in a 1924 Kissel Tourster. 

Report has picture of Flagg, H J Wurzburger and William S Hart (silent film cowboy actor) in Los Angeles with 
Flagg’s 1924 Kissel Tourster. 

(Burness 1968) Burness, Tad 1968. Cars of the Early Twenties. New York: Galahad Books. 

Kissel mentioned in instances: p.18 one-piece windshield;p.31 individual step plates instead of running boards; 
p.39 Perfection heaters in closed models at no extra cost; p.43 drum headlights; p.71 fenders closely following 
tire contour; pp.151-154 section on Kissel with a Speedster illustration and a circa 1925 Brougham Sedan ad. 

(Burness 1970) Burness, Tad 1970. Cars of the Early Thirties. New York: Galahad Books. 

Two page chapter on Kissel, pp 135-136. List of Kissel-claimed “firsts” 

(Burness 1982) Burness, Tad 1982. “1915 Kissel Kar “4-36”.” Auto Album (Dec. 2). 

(Burness 1998) Burness, Tad 1998. “1912 Kissel Kar “30”.” Auto Album (Oct. 25). 

(Burness 1984) Burness, Tad 1984. “1929 Kissel “White Eagle” 126 Series.” 

Incomplete reference 

(Burness 1989) Burness, Tad 1989. “1918 Kissel Kar “Silver Special.”” Auto Album (Jun. 14). 

(Burness 1999) Burness, Tad 1999. “1925 Kissel “Gold Bug” Speedster, 6-55 Series.” Auto 
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Album (Oct. 3). 

(Burness 2006) Burness, Tad 2006. “1928 Kissel Straight-8.” Auto Album (Aug. 13). 

(Car Classics 1967) Car Classics 1967. “1912 Kissel Kar.” Car Classics 1 (5/Dec): 48. 

Two-page (centerfold) color image of 1912 KisselKar 4-50 Semi Touring (eng# 6058). 

(Cars&Parts 1968) Cars&Parts 1968. “Car of the Month… 1913 Kissel.” Cars&Parts 12 
(7/Apr): cover, 49. 

1913 KisselKar ambulance is feature. Image on cover and p.49. 

(Cars&Parts 1971) Cars&Parts 1971. “Car of the Month… 1920 Kissel Speedster.” Cars&Parts 
12 (7/Feb): cover, 49. 

1920 Kissel 6-45 Speedster (car# 45-1964) is feature. Image on cover and ½-page description with 3 images on 
p.76. 

(Cars&Parts 2009a) Cars&Parts 2009a. “Reader Forum.” Cars&Parts 52 (2/Feb): 8-9. 

Letters to the editor point out a couple of errors in (Stevens 2008). 

(Cars&Parts 2009b) Cars&Parts 2009b. “Car Show Sampler.” Cars&Parts 52 (4/Apr): 85. 

Report on Nov. 28, 2008, Garth Auction wherein 1925 Kissel 8-75 Speedster (car# ) sold for $73,437 and 1924 
Kissel 6-55 Coupe (car# )sold for $12,925. 

(Cheney 1953) Cheney, Emerson 1953. “The Kissel “Goldbug”.” Auto Sport Review 1 (10/Feb): 
32-33. 

Article about 1920 Kissel 6-45 Speedster (car# 45-3192). Listed as 1921 by Klub. 

This article incorrectly states the wheelbase of the 1921 Speedster #45-3192 as 117”. Pete Heller, current 
owner of this car, recently measured the wheelbase and confirms that it is 124”. Misstated  wheelbase in 
(Cheney 1953) and (deBeaumont 1953). 

(CATJ 1909) Cycle and Automobile Trade Journal 1909. “1910 Kissel Kar.” Cycle and 
Automobile Trade Journal: 323. 

Description of Kissel vehicles for 1910. Image of Torpedo Body. Probably published about July 1909. 

(Cuthbert 1989) Cuthbert, Bill 1989. “The Kissel: Every Inch a Car.” Horseless Carriage 
Gazette 51 (3/May-Jun): 15-24. 

History of the Kissel Motor Car Company. 

(Davis 1981) Davis, Pedr 1981. Veteran & Vintage Cars. Sydney: Lansdowne Press. 

1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323) is featured on pp.140-141. 

(Dluhy 2013) Dluhy, Robert D. 2013. American Automobiles of the Brass Era. Jefferson, NC: 
McFarland & Company. 

Essential specifications of 4,000+ gasoline powered passenger cars, 1906-1915, with a statistical and 
historical review.  

Main table lists make, year, model, # cylinders, bore, stroke, displacement, horsepower, wheelbase, driving 
position (L or R), price, tire size, weight. 

(deBeaumont 1953) deBeaumont, P. S. 1953. “The Kissel Gold Bug.” Modern Man (June): 4-47 
(14 pages). 

This article incorrectly states the wheelbase of the 1921 Speedster #45-3192 as 117”. Pete Heller, current 
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owner of this car, recently measured the wheelbase and confirms that it is 124”. Misstated  wheelbase in 
(Cheney 1953) and (deBeaumont 1953). 

(DeVito 2017DeVito2017) DeVito, Leyland 2017. “Car People.” Hour Detroit (Jan. 3, 2017). 

Article features Ronald Hausmann with his 1923 Kissel 6-45 Speedster as one of five “car” people of note in 
the Detroit area. 

(Duerksen 1971a) Duerksen, Menno 1971a. "Free Wheeling." Cars & Parts 15 (2/Nov): 71-75. 

First of three-part history of Kissel. 

(Duerksen 1971b) Duerksen, Menno 1971b. "Free Wheeling." Cars & Parts 15 (3/Dec): 65-69. 

Second of three-part history of Kissel. 

(Duerksen 1972) Duerksen, Menno 1972. "Free Wheeling." Cars & Parts 15 (4/Jan): 64-68. 

Third of three-part history of Kissel. 

(Duerksen 1975) Duerksen, Menno 1975. "Free Wheeling: Powell-Lever Engine." Cars & Parts 
18 (4/Mar): 102-106. 

Article detailing the history of the “lever engine”.  

p.104 - Touches on use of the Kissel Industries plant in 1932. Mentions Kissel’s involvement in building 
Rustons. 

(Duerksen 1987) Duerksen, Menno 1987. History of the Great American Classics. Sidney, Ohio: 
Amos Press. 

Chapter IV: The KISSEL KAR; pages 120-139, only; 18-page history. 

(Fenner 2009) Fenner, F.C. 2009. “The Truth about the Los Angeles to Phoenix Race in 1908.” 
The Horseless Carriage Gazette 71 (4/Jul-Aug): 52-57. 

Inside story of 1908 race between F.C. Fenner and H.D. Ryus driving “Black Bess” (a White Steamer), A.J. 
Smith in “Bulldog” (an Elmore), Harris Hanshue in “Tabasco” (a KisselKar) and Ralph Hamlin in 
“Greyhound” (a Franklin). 

(Fitzgerald 1963) Fitzgerald, Warren W. 1963. “Kissel White Eagle Speedster.” Car Life 10 
(7/Aug): 40-45. 

Article on 1929 Kissel 8-126 White Eagle Speedster (car# 126-1076) – I think...  

Brief history of Kissel. 

Incorrectly states Kissel’s first car was called “Badger” (p.40), not true. 

(FMN 1953) Franson’s Motor News 1953, No. 46. 

Four-page issue has images of 5 Kissels on cover, Page 3 has image of All-Year Car and 1923 Touring and one 
paragraph of words. 

(Foster 2017) Foster, Patrick 2017. Hemmings Classic Car 14 (1, Oct.): 58-66. 

Review of Kissel vehicles and history 1906-1930. 

Some production numbers and description of the introduction and retirement of models. 

Found this information about Pat Foster on the web… 

One of America’s best-known automotive writers is historian/author Patrick Foster – a dedicated 
researcher who has spent more than 30 years studying various aspects of the automotive industry, has also 
been writing for automotive magazines for well over a decade. 
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He has appeared on several radio and television talk shows and also the documentary “Women and the 
Automobile”, produced for television, in which Foster explained the significance of the Nash Metropolitan, 
a car designed primarily for women. 

Pat is a feature writer and columnist for Hemmings Classic Car magazine, write for Automobile Quarterly 
and Collectible Automobile, and has a column in Old Cars Weekly. 

(Gasparotti 2009) Gasparotti, Roy 2009. “Idaho Tater Tour.” The Horseless Carriage Gazette 71 
(6/Nov-Dec): 50-53. 

Report on national HCCA tour. A 1910 KisselKar D-10 (50) Toy Tonneau (eng# 1353) participated on the tour 
p.52. 

The image caption incorrectly notes that the 1910 KisselKar is “owned by Penny and George Van Beek” but it 
was actually owned by Bob Ullrich. Based on a phone conversation on Nov. 21, 2009, between Ullrich and Joe 
Leaf, this was Ullrich’s car, Van Beek was not on the tour and has never owned a Kissel. 

(Georgano) Georgano, Nick, ed. ???? The Beauleu Encyclopedia of the Automobile 2: 826-829. 

Text entry for the Kissel Motor Car Company extends over three pages. Fourth page is an ad for a c1916 Kissel 
All-Year Car. 

(Goertzen 1953) Goertzen, Vic 1953. “Build “Wild Goose”, A Sturdy Overnight Trailer.” 
Popular Mechanics (Apr.): 187-193. 

Teardrop trailer built with these plans on display at the Wisconsin Automotive Museum. 

(Godshall 1962) Goodshall, Jeffrey Irvin 1962. Letter to Mr. Husting (Feb. 8). 

Letter from Goodshall to Husting about a 1930 Automotive Industries article about the Dec. 1, 1930, 
bankruptcy filing of New Era Motors, with mention of Kissel assets. 

(Godshall 1969) Goodshall, Jeffrey I. 1969. ‘Ruxton: A Superb Automobile that Never Had a 
Chance.” Automobile Quarterly 8 (2/Fall): 178-190. 

History of the Ruxton automobile that touches on involvement with Kissel. 

(Gunnell 2011) Gunnell, John 2011. “Wisconsin Automotive Museum.” Auto Enthusiast (Nov): 
164-169. 

Article about 25th anniversary of the museum. 

(Griesbach 2016) Griesbach, Gay 2016. “Backyard Tourist: Remembrance of Things Past.” The 
Daily News (June 22): A2. 

Daily newspaper in Washington County, WI. Article about upcoming KisselKar Klub Meet, June 24-26. Has 
Picture of Lynn Kissel (in vest and bowler hat) in front of 1914 KisselKar, and picture of 2006 Klub Meet. 

(Gurnsey 2019) Gurnsey, L 2019. “Amelia Earhart and her Kissel ‘Gold Bug’ Speedster” 
Bumper Guardian (Fall) 7. 

 

(Hausmann 2010) Hausmann, Ronald L. 2010. “Historic Kissel Gathering.” Antique Automobile 
74 (4/Jul-Aug): 74. 

One-page article announcement of historic gathering of Gold Bugs scheduled for the Old Car Festival, Sep. 10-
12, 2010. 

(Heasley 1977) Heasley, Jerry 1977. The Production Figure Book for U.S. Cars. Motorbooks 
International: Osceola, WI. 

Lists calendar year production for 1920-30. No information for earlier years.  
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Implies information is from company records as it states “1906-1919: Not available from company records.” 

(Hinckley 2008) Hinckley, Jim 2008. “The fight to front-wheel drive.” Old Cars Weekly (Mar. 
13): http://www.oldcarsweekly.com. 

Article mentions Ruxton and Kissel. 

(HMN 2011) Hemmings Motor News 2011. Illustrated Collector-Car Encyclopedia, Hemmings 
Motor News, Bennington, VT: 288 pp. 

P.60 entry for Kissel. Incorrectly states that Kissel was an assembled car. 

Entry notes of Kissel, “building New Yorker taxicabs”; should likely read “building taxicabs for Bradfield”. 

Need publisher info to complete reference. 

(Horseless Age 1906a) Horseless Age 1906a. “New Vehicles and Parts: The Kissel Car.” The 
Horseless Age 18 (3/July 18). 

Hand dated as July 18, 1906, one-paragraph article announces that Kissel will build a chassis that can 
accommodate either a runabout, touring or delivery body. 

July 18, 1906, is early Kissel 1907 model year. 

(Horseless Age 1906b) Horseless Age 1906b. “Minor Mention.” The Horseless Age (Dec.26): 
941. 

One-paragraph note that new Kissel Motor Car Company delivered their first vehicles to McDuffee Automobile 
Company, Chicago. 

Dec. 26, 1906, is middle of Kissel 1907 model year. 

(Horseless Age 1918) Horseless Age 1918. “The KisselKar 1918 Models.” The Horseless Age 
(Jan. 15): 23. 

Announcement of KisselKar Silver Special Sixes. 

File contains two copies; one copy has hand-written note by Gene Husting as follows. “According to the late 
W.L. Kissel, only the first three KisselKar Silber Special Speedsters had exposed exhaust headers. Statue on 
radiator cap was a C.T. Silver touch (N.Y. distributor)”. 

(Hopkins and Huston 2012) Hopkins, Henry and Mark Huston 2012. “NorCal Annual Brunch 
Business Meeting Report.” NorCal Classic Overview 13 (1/Jan-Feb): 4-10, cover. 

Report in NorCal CCCA newsletter about annual business meeting/luncheon. Multiple pictures of 1924 Kissel 
6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323). 

 (Husting 1955) Husting, Gene 1955. "The Kissel Story." The Bulb Horn, 16 (4/Oct): 3-7. 

Gene Husting and E. E. Husting are the same person. Gene published under both names. 

Some hold the works of Gene Husting in higher regard than other second-hand sources. Husting had an 
enormous advantage of direct interviews with Will Kissel and some other former Kissel employees in the 1950s. 
Note that these interactions predate the production of Will Kissel’s scrapbook.  

(Husting 1961) Husting, E. E. 1961. “25 Year History, Kissel.” Antique Automobile 25 (5): 308-
360 (19 pages). 

Extensive article on the history of the Kissel Motor Car Company and its vehicles. 

(Husting 1971a) Husting, Gene 1971. “The Kissel Kaper, A history by Gene Husting.” 
Automobile Quarterly 9 (3/Spring): 318-341. 

Extensive article on the history of the Kissel Motor Car Company and its vehicles. 
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(Husting 1971b) Husting, Gene 1971b. "Kissel Homecoming." The Bulb Horn, 32 (6/Nov-Dec): 
34-37. 

Discussion of the KisselKar Klub and 1971 meet in Hartford, WI. 

(Independent 2010) The Independent 2010. “Local Owners Showing Sports Car.” The 
Independent (Sep. 23): 7. 

Local newspaper article about 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323). The Independent is distributed in the 
Livermore, CA area. 

(Jennings 2011a) Jennings, Chuck 2011a. “The Kissel Kar Story.” ConcoursStudios.com (Dec. 
1): http://www.concoursstudios.com/freelance-writing/kissel-kar. 

Story about Lynn Kissel his 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323). Also see associated photo gallery. 

(Jennings 2011b) Jennings, Chuck 2011b. “Kissel Speedster Gallery.” ConcoursStudios.com 
(Dec. 1): http://www.concoursstudios.com/?gallery=1919-kissel-speedster-gallery. 

Photo gallery of 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323). 

(Kimes and Clark 1985) Kimes, Beverly Rae Kimes and Henry Austin Clark, Jr. 1985. Standard 
Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942. Iola, WI: Krause Publications. 

First edition. Kissel listing pp.746-752. 

(Kimes and Clark 1996) Kimes, Beverly Rae Kimes and Henry Austin Clark, Jr. 1996. Standard 
Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942, 3rd Edition. Iola, WI: Krause Publications. 

Kissel listing pp.811-818. 

(Kissel c1906) Kissel Manufacturing Company c1906. 

A fragment from the Wisconsin Automobile Museum files showing stationary engines being sold by the Kissel 
Manufacturing Company. Appears to be from a catalog of stationary engine manufacturers. A date of circa 
1906 has been attributed to the fragment. 

Incomplete reference 

(KMCC c1921) Kissel Motor Car Company circa 1921, (unpublished internal report with 1920-
1921 production data). 

Photographed by John Lewis in 2011 while touring George Kissel’s house in Hartford, WI. Production by 
month and by type is presented in three pages of graphics. 

 (KMCC c1930a) Kissel Motor Car Company circa 1930, “Miscellaneous Summaries 1916-
1929,”  (unpublished internal report with 1916-1930 production, sales and expense data). 

Production, sales and expense reports in tabular form. Column of 1930 data added as last column to table 
Additional numbers added. 

(KMCC c1930b) Kissel Motor Car Company circa 1930, (unpublished internal report with 1916-
1930 production, sales and expense data). 

Five pages with four different production, sales and expense data. Has a one-page production record by 
montrth for 1920-1929. Has one-page graphic of 1920-1929 car vs truck, and types of cars. Has one-page 
graphical report on 1921 production by type. 

(Kissel c1960) Kissel, William L. c1960. William L. Kissel’s Scrapbook, Wisconsin Automotive 
Museum, 147 North Rural Street, Hartford, WI 53027, USA. 

One of our few first-hand sources is Will Kissel’s Scrapbook, on display at the Wisconsin Automotive Museum. 
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Will was one of the company founders and he was intimately involved throughout the entire life of the company. 
So, one might expect that his scrapbook is a rock-solid source of information. Yet the scrapbook was prepared 
circa 1960, 30-to-55 years after the events in question. Errors are evident in Will’s recollections so a reader 
must be careful even with information from this first-hand, but after-the-fact account of events. 

(Kissel 2009) Kissel, Lynn 2009. “Kissel Radiator Emblems.” The Kisselgraph (Dec): 4-6. 

Speculation on the sequence of Kissel radiator emblems. 

Since this article, some additional emblems recognized: 1) Kissel Silver Special c1918; 2). 

(Kissel 2010) Kissel, Lynn 2010. “The Kissel Motor Car: Keeping the Memory Alive.” The 
Classic Car 63 (4/Winter): 4-8. 

A brief history of the Kissel Motor Car Company. 

(Kissel 2011) Kissel, Lynn 2011. “1924 Kissel “Gold Bug” Speedster.” NorCal Classic 
Overview 12 (1/Jan-Feb): 4-6, cover. 

Article on 1925 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323) by owner. 

(Kissel 2021) Kissel, Lynn 2021. “The ABCs of the Brass Era: ‘K’ is for Kissel.” Horseless 
Carriage Gazette 83 (1/Jan-Feb): 18-22. 

A brief history of the Kissel Motor Car Company with an emphasis on Kissel’s body building expertise. 

(Kissel et al 2010) Kissel, Lynn, Ronald L. Hausmann and Ken MacKinnon, Jr. 2010. “Gold 
Recently Discovered in Michigan!” The Classic Car 63 (4/Winter): 8-9. 

Report on historic gathering of Gold Bugs at Greenfield Village, Michigan, Sep. 11-12, 2010. 

(Krumboltz 2008a) Krumboltz, David 2008. “It’s a Kissel speedster with a Kissel Speedster,” 
East Bay Times (Nov. 8). Updated Aug. 15, 2016.  

Article about Lynn Kissel and his 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster. These articles are essentially the same with 
different titles (Krumboltz 2008a,b). 

(Krumboltz 2008b) Krumboltz, David 2008. “Kissel has car that shares name,” Tri-Valley Times 
(Nov. 9).  

Article about Lynn Kissel and his 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster. These articles are essentially the same with 
different titles (Krumboltz 2008a,b). 

(Lentinello 2010) Lentinello, Richard 2010. “Gold Bugs Unite!” Hemmings eWeekly 5 (47/Apr. 
29). 

Announcement of historic gather of Gold Bugs at the 2010 Old Car Festival. 

(Lewis 2006) Lewis, John H. 2006. Kissel Cars Down Under. Brisbane: John H. Lewis. 

Booklet (67 pages) prepared by Kissel owner John Lewis for the 100-year anniversary of the Kissel Motor Car 
Company. John’s booklet traces history of Kissel vehicles in Australia with details on the 7 known survivors. 

John lists a page of Kissel production by year on p.66. Uncertain about how this listing was synthesized, but the 
table has total production for 1907-1930 at 21,503. These numbers appear to be a duplicate of those that also 
appear on ‘http://trombinoscar.ifrance.com’. 

(Litwin 2010) Litwin, Matthew 2010. “American Majesty.” Hemmings Classic Car 7 (6/Mar): 
44-47. 

Report on 2010 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance. Picture with caption of 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 
55-4323) on p.45. 
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(Martin 1992) Martin, Mark 1992. “A Kissel Kar Takes the Kake.” Classic Auto Restorer 4 
(4/Dec): 28-32. 

Article on 1911 KisselKar LD-11 Semi Racer (car# 2229). 

(McBroom 2019) McBroom, Bruce 2019. “1927 Kissel ‘Gold Bug’” Bumper Guardian (Fall) 4-
7. 

 

(McBroom 2017) McBroom, Bruce 2017. “The Story of the “Goldbug”: 1927 Kissel Speedster 
Model 8-75.” Side Mount Mirror 48 (4) 24-27. 

Bought new by Bruce McBroom’s grandfather in 1927 to carry their golf clubs to the country club. After being 
sold in 1950, Bruce reacquires car in 1993. Car is sporting some of his grandfather’s golf clubs. 

25,000 miles since new, repainted once. 

 (Milwaukee Journal 1919a) Milwaukee Journal 1919a. “Journal’s Flying Circus to Play County 
Fairs.” Milwaukee Journal (Aug. 10). 

Image and caption details on upcoming event p.2. 

Milwaukee Journal sponsors races between airplane and Kissel Speedster. Speedster is driven by the 
newspaper’s automobile editor, W. W. “Brownie” Rowland. Airplane is piloted by the “Flying Squirrel”, F. G. 
Otis, an US Army pilot of distinction that was freshly returned from WW-I. 

Exhibitions at county fairs are scheduled throughout Wisconsin. 

Report does *not* use “Gold Bug” in reference to the Kissel Speedster. 

(Milwaukee Journal 1919b) Milwaukee Journal 1919b. “Flying Circus Sallies Forth.” Milwaukee 
Journal (Aug.19). 

Article includes names of Flying Circus personnel p.2. Document includes blow up of p. 2. 

Report uses “Gold Bug” to refer to the Kissel Speedster, not used in the Aug. 10 report. Was the name “Gold 
Bug” coined between Aug. 10-19, 1919? 

(Milwaukee Journal 1919c) Milwaukee Journal 1919c. Milwaukee Journal (Aug.24). 

Gene Husting (Husting 1961) states on p.321 that reference to the “Gold Bug” nickname for the Kissel 
Speedster appears in this issue of the newspaper. But we now see it appearing in an Aug. 19 edition. 

We don’t have a copy of this reference, yet – get it? 

(Milwaukee Sentinel 1906) Milwaukee Sentinel 1906. Milwaukee Sentinel (May 13). 

Publicity release by L. Kissel & Sons which owns and controls the Hartford Plow Company, the Kissel 
Manufacturing Company, the Hartford Electric Company, and the Kissel Motor Car Company. 

Has brief history of the evolution of Kissel business in the Hartford area from 1880-1906. 

We don’t have a copy of this reference, yet – get it? 

(Milwaukee Telegram 1929) Milwaukee Telegram 1929. “Place Order for 500 Kissel Town 
Cars.” Milwaukee Telegram. 

Image and caption about Bradfield taxi cab order with Kissel. 

Incomplete citation. 

 (Motor 1906) Motor 1906. Motor (Nov.). 

Initial announcement of Kissel’s plan for 1907 line of vehicles to be called “Badger”. Badger name is never 
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used by Kissel, see Husting 1971. 

Incomplete citation. Incomplete copy of the article. 

(Motor 1918) Motor 1918. The New Kissel Custom-Built Six (Dec.) 111. 

First announcement of Silver Special vehicles? Text notes 7-passenger Touring, 4-passenger Tourster and 4-
passenger Speedster models. 

(Motor Age 1910a) Motor Age 1910a. “Kissel Invades Electric Field.” Motor Age (May 19): 14. 

Announcement on May 17 of Kissel’s plans to offer electric vehicles for 1911. Plans for pleasure cars and line 
of commercial wagons (trucks). 

Trucks rumored to be of 1,500-2,000 pound and 3 tons. 

The file containing this reference has two images of Kissel’s experimental electric car from the Wisconsin 
Automotive Museum’s files. 

(Motor Age 1910b) Motor Age 1910b. “The New Kissel Truck.” Motor Age (Sep 15): 32-33. 

Announcement of Kissel’s plans to offer trucks on dedicated chassis. 3- and 5-ton trucks 

(Motor Age 1914) Motor Age 1914. “New Six-42 Makes Kisselkar’s Fourth Chassis Model.” 
Motor Age (Dec. 17): 32. 

Announcement of KisselKar Model 6-42. 

Base price $1650, sedan-top touring car $2000. Features 2, 3 or 4 doors, 126” wheelbase, 3-5/8” x 5-1/2” 
bore x stroke, 3-speed transmission, 35x4-1/2 tires on 7-passenger, 34x4 tires on 5-passenger. 

Has “one-man top”; five body styles. 

(Motor Age 1927) Motor Age 1927. “Kissel’s New 8-80.” Motor Age (Dec. 1): 33, 45. 

Announcement of Kissel Model 8-80 – light 8. 

(Motor West 1917a) Motor West 1917a. Motor West 20 (2, May 1): 8. 

One column report on WL Hughson and the KisselKar Pacific Branch. 

 (Motor West 1917b) Motor West 1917b. Motor West 20 (2, Nov. 1). 

Highlights Kissel’s “new” Sedanlet model in a nice article. Sedanlette introduced in Sep. 1917 (Quandt 1990, 
p.32). 

(Motor West 1917v20) Motor West 20. Motor West 20 (1-11, Oct. 15, 1917 to Mar. 15, 1918) 

All of Volume 20, Numbers 1 to 11. 

(Motor Trend 1962) Motor Trend 1962. “Kissel Gold Bug Speedster 1923.” Motor Trend 14 
(9/Sep): 60-62. 

Motor Trend introduces “Rare Car Collection” with  full-page illustration and one page summary. 

(Myhre 1985c) Ottar Myhre 1985c. “The Kissel Car”. Classic Motor/Signalhornet ??(??):42-43. 

A Finnish language article about a 1927 Kissel Brougham. 

This article was sent to Lynn Kissel by Kai Laine (BrahenKatu 10 A 18, 00510 Helsinki, Finland) on 2016-11-
21. Lynn asked Kai in an email message for a better citation for this article. Kai tells Lynn that a third party 
sent him this article and he doesn’t know any more about it. 

Lynn infers the author from a black banner across the article title. Lynn infers the journal and year from an ad 
for  binders for back issues of a journal called “Classic Motor/Signalhornet”. The add displays one issue with a 
1985 date. 
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(NACC 1914) National Automobile Chamber of Commerce 1914. Hand Book of Automobiles. 
New York: National Automobile Chamber of Commerce. 

One-page specs and prices for Kissel 6-60, p.158. 

(NACC 1915) National Automobile Chamber of Commerce 1915. (Dover Publications reprint 
1970.) Hand Book of Automobiles, New York: Dover Publications. 

Only selected pages are scanned to the digital file. One-page specs and prices for KisselKar 6-42 Touring, 
p.109; KisselKar 4-36 Detachable Sedan p.110; KisselKar 1500-pound Truck p.195; KisselKar 2-1/2 Ton 
Truck p.196; KisselKar Six-Ton Truck p.197. NACC horse-power rations p.12 (based on bore & # cylinders). 

(NACC 1920) National Automobile Chamber of Commerce 1920. Hand Book of Automobiles, 
New York: National Automobile Chamber of Commerce. 

One-page specs and prices for Kissel cars pp.30-31 (6-45 Tourster, 6-45 4-Passanger Coupe), trucks p.212 
(General 3000#). 

(NACC 1922) National Automobile Chamber of Commerce 1920. Hand Book of Automobiles, 
New York: National Automobile Chamber of Commerce. 

One-page specs and prices for Kissel cars p.78 (6-45 Speedster, 6-45 4-Passanger Coupe), trucks p.194 (One-
Ton Express). 

(OCW) Old Cars Weekly. “1922 Kissel Custon-Built Deluxe seven-passenger touring.” proFiles: 
Iola, WI: Old Cars Weekly. 

Part of a “proFiles” series of two-page old-car summaries. First page is full-page color image; second page is 
brief specifications and summary of the manufacturer. 

(OCW 2006) Old Cars Weekly 2006. “Kissel Kars come home for centennial celebration.” Old 
Cars Weekly 35 (33/Apr. 17): 32. 

Coverage of 100-year anniversary of Kissel at Hartford, June 16-18, 2006. 

(Oregonian 1918) The Sunday Oregonian 1918. “New Kissel Is Here,” The Sunday Oregonian 
(June 30): 7. 

Article and image of 1918 Hughson Silver Special Tourster. William L Hughson is president of the Pacific 
Coast Branch of the Kissel Motor Car Company. Hughson has a “Hughson Special” radiator emblem. 

One of these emblems in a display case at the Wisconsin Automotive Museum. 

(Orwig 1995a) Orwig, II, George E. 1995. “Roadside Reflections, Part 14.” Antique Automobile 
59 (2/Mar-Apr): 9-16. 

First part of 2-part history of Kissel. 

(Orwig 1995b) Orwig, II, George E. 1995. “Roadside Reflections, Part 14.” Antique Automobile 
59 (4/Jul-Aug): 7-15. 

Second part of 2-part history of Kissel. 

(PacKK 1917) Pacific KisselKar Branch, 1917. Automobile Blue Book 8:387 

Full-page ad from the Pacific KisselKar Branch. Locations Olive & 10th Streets, Los Angeles, CA; Oakland, 
CA; San Francisco, CA; San Diego, CA; Portland, OR; Seattle, WA. 

(Palermo 2013) Nick Palermo, 2013. Road&Track (Oct. 8). 

https://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/classic-cars/news/a5662/1909-kissel-100-year-old-performance-
first-drive/  
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Article is focused on a drive in the 1909 KisselKar 6-60 Semi Racer (car# 60-662). 

(Pfau 1975) Pfau, Hugo 1975. “Custom Built Kissel.” Cars&Parts 18 (5/Apr): 122-126. 

Argues that Kissel body-building was in “some respects” comparable to larger custom body shops of the 1920s. 

History of Kissel. 

(Quandt 1990) Quandt, V. V. 1990. The Classic Kissel Automobile. Kissel Graph Press, 147 N. 
Rural Street, Hartford, WI 53027: 130 pp. 

Val Quandt’s book on Kissel is the most expansive source of information on the company and its vehicles. Yet 
Quandt did not have the same benefit as Husting of first-hand interaction with Will Kissel, who died in 1972; 
George Kissel died in 1942. Quandt began his extensive research at the Wisconsin Automotive Museum in 1985 
or 1986, after the death of all of the Kissel founders. His book was published in 1990. 

The following errors have been noted in this book… 

1. P.7 – upper picture probably printed backwards. Early Kissels all had RHD through 1913. Caption is 
wrong. LHD began in 1914. In other pictures, acetylene tank in on the R side. 

2. P.16 – Semi Racer drawing maybe a 1912 vs 1911 as stated (Dated July 1911 => 1912 model year). 
(Did 1911 have doors?) 

3. P.23 – Lower picture caption. Head lamps are octagonal, not hexagonal. 

4. P.30 – Right column, line 10-11. Kissel did not the bevel gears. They used a “Brown-Lipe-Chapin 
Co.” differential unit, as they did through the end of model 45. 

5. P.39 – Left column, line 13 – “Hobble” skirts, not “Hooped” skirts. 

6. P.52 – Top picture caption – not true. Double dip step plate not used in production (to our knowledge). 
Used in advertizing, only. (Jacket photo, too.) 

7. P.57 – The Wisconsin Automotive Museum Speedster is a 1923 with a 1921 engine. 

8. P.58 – Top picture caption – a 1923 model vs 1921. 

9. P.59 – Left column, bore 3-1/4 vs 3-1/2. 

10. P.78 – Top picture printed backwards – water pump shaft is on right side of engine (Lycoming 3H). 

11. P.85 – Left column, 6-70 intro from 1928; small 8-cyl for 1927 was 8-65; small 8-cyl for 1918 was 
8=80; small 8-cyl for 1929 was 8-95. 

12. P.102 – Left column – Drawer sears were not an option. They were part of all 6-45 (Custom Built) 
Speedsters 

Early Speedsters in 1918 may have had the smaller engine from the model 6-38, 3-1/4”x5” (not 3-
1/2”x5” as stated). 

13. P.102 – Right column -  There is no evidence the “double dip” step plat was ever manufactured. It was 
pictured as artists concept drawings in early ads, only. 

14. P.103 – Left column – “model 8-95 which had earlier been the 8-90”. Not so, model progression was 
as follows… 

Bigger Lycoming 3H engine: 8-75 -> 8-90 -> 8-126 

Smaller Lycoming GS engine: 8-65 -> 8-80, 8-80S -> 8-95 

(Reznick 2020) Reznick, Ron, 2020. “Concours d’Elegance, Assorted Cars 1900-1928,” 
http://www.digital-images.net/Gallery/Art/PBConcours/1900-1928/1900-1928.html  

Multiple shots of lime-green 1912 4-40 Semi Racer (car# 40-7297) at the 2005 Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance. 
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(Richardson 2005) Richardson, Jim 2005. “Worthy Wisconsinite.” Hemmings Classic Car 2 
(3/Dec): 52-57. 

Article on 1929 Kissel 8-95 White Eagle Coupe Roadster (car# 95-1084). 

(Road and Track 1953) Road and Track 1953. “Salon: Kissel Gold Bug.” Road and Track 4 
(10/Jun): 17-19. 

Article on 1921 Kissel 6-45 Speedster (car# 45-3192). 

(Runner 2008) Runner, Fred 2008. Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway. Arcadia Publishing, 
Charleston, South Carolina: 127 p. 

Has information and pictures of a Kissel engine that was operated on this railway. It was built on a 1916 60-hp 
truck chassis with a 20-passenger bus body. 

Available on Google Books. 
https://books.google.com/books/about/Mount_Tamalpais_Scenic_Railway.html?id=IfFuEK5KNwUC  

(San Francisco Chronicle 1923) San Francisco Chronicle 1923. “Film Stars Like Their Motors.” 
San Francisco Chronicle (Apr. 15). 

Picture and caption of Mildred Harris (film star in Graf Studios “The Fog”) poseing with her new Kissel 
Speedster. 

(Scheuing 2012) Scheuing, Kristen 2012. “Wisconsin Driven, Our forgotten auto past.” 
Wisconsin Trails (Mar-Apr): 22-29. 

Article about Wisconsin auto manufacturers, including Nash and Kissel, and the Wisconsin Automotive 
Museum. 

(SFConcours 2010) San Francisco Concours 2010. “1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster.” San Francisco 
Concours d’Elegance Program (July 18). 

Sidebar interest article on 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323). 

(Shea 2015) Shea, Terry 2015. “Greenwich Concours.” Hemmings Motor News 62 (9/Sep): 44-
48. 

Report on the 2015 Greenwich Concours d’Elegance. Has picture and caption of 1914 KisselKar 4-40 Touring 
(car# 15068) on p.45. 

(Sieber 2016) Sieber, Ronald D. 2016. Speedsters: The Cars, the Times, and the Characters Who 
Drove Them, book blurb. 

An abstract (book blurb) on a planned book. This is private information not ready for general distribution at 
this time. 

(Sieber 2020) Sieber, Ronald D. 2020. “Kissel and its Chrome Yellow Speedster.” Antique 
Automobile 84 (3/May-June). 

This is a chapter on Kissels from Ronald Sieber’s book-in-progress on speedsters . 

(Sklarek 1973) Sklarek, Clifford 1973. “The Restorer.” Antique Motor News 12 (4/Apr): 8-13. 

Article about 1925 Kissel 8-75 Speedster (car# 75-1784), restorer Dick Braund, and an historical summary of 
the Kissel Motor Car Company. 

(Spence 1989) Spence, David 1989. “Kissel Trucks.” Narrow Gauge and Short Line Gazette 15 
(3/Jul-Aug): 38-42. 

Article by Kissel owner David Spence about modeling Kissel trucks for model railroads. 
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(Spiegelman 1983) Spiegelman, Richard 1983. “1929 Kissel White Eagle Speedster.” 
Cars&Parts 26 (11/Nov): 10-13. 

Article on 1929 Kissel 8-126 White Eagle Speedster (car# 126-1071). 

(SCW 1959) Sports Car World 1959. “SCW Classics Salon: Kissel White Eagle.” Sports Car 
World 6 (3/Dec): 39-43. 

Article on 1928 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-13641). 

Notes Henry Berthold’s assertion that his1928  6-cyl Kissel is a White Eagle. 

(Stein 2011) Stein, Jonathan A. 2011. “Scrutineer’s Notebook.” Hagerty Magazine (Spring): 43. 

One-column article about 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323) at the 2010 Pebble Beach Concours. Car 
awarded A3 FIVA classification by the HVA (Historic Vehicle Association). 

(Stevens 2008) Stevens, Bob 2008. “1925 Kissel Speedster.” Cars&Parts 51 (10/Oct):16-19. 

Article on 1925 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-6907). 

Many factual errors in article. See (Cars&Parts 2009a). 

(Strohl 2007) Strohl, Daniel 2007. “The Wisconsin Connection.” Hemmings Classic Car 3 
(11/Aug): 50-55. 

Article on restoration of 1917 KisselKar 6-38 Touring (car# 38-3827). 

(Stubenrauch 1973) Stubenrauch, Bob 1973. Runabouts and Roadsters. New York: Dodd, Mead 
& Company. 

Contains section on 1912 KisselKar 4-40 Semi Racer, pp.54-61. 

Section on Ruxton with mention of Kissel, pp.160-168. 

(Trombinoscar 2010) Trombinoscar.ifrance.com 2010. “Kissel 8/95 White Eagle Speedster” 
(printout of website page) 

In french. Report includes thumbnail history and production numbers for Kissel. Models and body styles for 
1929. Photos of the cream with green fenders Kissel Speedster in the Nethercutt Collection, Symlar, CA. 

(Tegler 2010) Tegler, Jan 2010. “1924 Kissel Model 6-55 Speedster, All the Buzz.” Autoweek 
(Nov. 22): 53. 

One-page story about “Bugsby” (car# 55-4323 owned by Lynn Kissel) at the 2010 Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance. Interesting “box” stating current market value of $175,000 according to Hyman LTD Classic 
Cars. 

(Theobald 2004) Theobald, Mark 2004. “Kissel Motor Car Co. - 1906-1942 - Hartford, 
Wisconsin & National-Kissel - 1928-1929 - Boston, Massachusetts.” Coachbuilt.com: 
http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/k/kissel/kissel.htm 

Brief history on National-Kissel professional cars. 

(Union Democrat 2010) Union Democrat 2010. Union Democrat (Sep. 27): A10. 

Short report (4 photos, 1 paragraph) on 2010 Ironstone Concours d’Elegance. Has photo of 1024 Kissel 6-55 
Speedster (car# 55-4323). Union Democrata local paper published in Sonora, CA area. 

(Vance 2004) Vance, Bill 2004. “Kissel Gold Bug.” CanadianDriver (Aug. 30): 
http://autos.ca/articles/bv/kissel.htm. 

Concise 2-page summary on the Kissel Speedster. 
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(Waltham 1919) Waltham Watch Co. 1919. “The Waltham Automobile Clock.” Motor Age 
(Mar. 13): 52. 

Full-page ad for Waltham showing Kissel Silver Special Tourster. 

(Waltham 1920) Waltham Watch Co. 1919. “The Waltham Automobile Clock.” Motor Age 
(Nov. 4): 1. 

Full-page ad for Waltham showing Kissel Coupe. 

(Weatherhead 1965) Weatherhead, Peter 1965. “Off the Shelves: The Kissel Story.” The 
Reflector 9 (1/Feb): 2-10. 

Brief history of Kissel. 

(WAM Kissel Files) Kissel Files at the Wisconsin Automotive Museum, 147 North Rural St, 
Hartford, WI 

In addition to their extensive collection of Kissel vehicles and other artifacts, the museum contains several 
cabinets of paper information. These Kissel Files are an important resource collected by Dale Anderson 
(founder of the Wisconsin Automotive Museum and executive director of the KisselKar Klub) through donations 
from Ralph Dunwoodie, Gene Husting, Val Quandt, James Scheutz and many others. However, the information 
in these files is not a complete and coherent resource. Efforts to improve the organization of these files and to 
make them more accessible are ongoing but proceeding slowly.  

(Wiggins 1955) Wiggins, David 1955. “Kissel Kar, Gone but Not Forgotten.” The Bulb Horn 16 
(4/Oct): 8, 50. 

Two-page article with brief overview of Kissel. 

(Wren 2010) Wren, Ron 2010. “Award-Winning Wines, Classic Cars, Concerts and Community 
Service.” Senior Living Magazine (Sep.): 20-21. 

Article on Ironstone Concours d’Elegance, in Murphys, CA. Concours started in 1996; Ironstone Winery in 
1988. 

1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323) on cover. 

(Yeager 2014a) Yeager, Robert C. 2014a. “Remembering the Ruxton.” New York Times (July 
27): AU1. 

Article  about Ruxton collector Jim Fasnacht. Mentions Kissel connection. 

Total of 96 cars produced over 20 months. Kissel built 20 cars.  

(Yeager 2014b) Yeager, Robert C. 2014b. “Even After Ruxton, the Drama Continued.” New 
York Times (July 27). 

Article  about aftermath of failure of New Era Motors from collector Jim Fasnacht. No mention of Kissel in this 
article. Was it a sidebar to  

Total of 19 surviving  Ruxton cars; Fasnacht owns Yeager 2014a7. 

 (Yost 1961) Yost, Stanley K. 1961. The Great Old Cars - Where Are They Now? Mendota, IL: 
The Wayside Press. 

Chapter on Apperson pp-39-45. Section on C.T. Silver pp 43-44. 

(Young 2009) Young, Gus 2009. “Nickel Age Touring Club Spring Tour – 2009.” The Bulb 
Horn (July): 26-29. 

Report Lodi, CA tour on which “Bugsby” (car# 55-4323, owned by Lynn Kissel) participated. Interesting 
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picture of three yellow speedsters – 1922 Stutz Bearcat, 1921 Marmon Speedster, 1924 Kissel Speedster. 

(Young 2011) Young, Gus 2011. “Cover photo of 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster.” The Bulb Horn 
72 (4/Jul-Aug): 22-26, cover. 

Report on the 2011 NATC Spring Tour in Livermore, CA. 

Cover photo of 1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (car# 55-4323). 

(Zahm 1989) Zahm, Karl S. 1989. “A History of the Classic Kissel.” The Classic Car 37 (2/Jun): 
37-48. 

History of Kissel. 

Numerical error in table on p.47 “Kissel Motor Cars (1925-1931). Transposition of digits in CID for 1929 8-
126 – should be 298.6, shown as 289.6. 


