1993

The Rizselgrap

Official Publication of the Kissel Kar Klub
c/o Hartford lleritage Inc.
147 North Rural Streetb
Hartford, WI 53027

Telephone: (414) 673-7999

ANNUAL MEETING

The Kissel Kar Klub Annual Banquet Meeting will be held August 14th,
Saturday evening, at approximately 7:00 P.M. As has been done in the
past, the meal will be catered and the function will be within the museum
itself. That same day we will be having a 'Car Sale'. In the past we
have had car shows. This one will be similar to having a 'car coral
within a show', only where we have eliminated the show! 1In any event,
there are vehicles that we need to sell for the museum. So, there will
be some other activities for Kissel Kar members prior to the Annual
Banquet Meeting. Please let me know if you plan on coming or if you
need any help in obtaining rooms, etc.

WOOD PATTERNS & WAGONS

Just recently one of our volunteers was cleaning the old homestead.
His father had come from Russia and worked for the Kissel Motor Car
Company from 1912 through the reorganization of Kissel Industries and
to his final retirement. He worked in the wood department making pat-
terns for sand casting for Kissel automobile parts. Upon selling the
old homestead, a box was found containing quite a collection of the
wood patterns. Most of these are marked with part numbers and/or KMCC
is written on them. They are all on display at the Museum for you to
look at. We anticipate casting a few water impellers in brass for
those of you who may need them.

Another collection of items we recently received includes all of
the wagons that were hand carved by J. Friedrich Werner, the body de-
signer for the Kissel Motor Car Company. Dan Werner, Friedrich's
grandson, has had this collection in his possession and has turned it
over, on loan, to the Museum. A special display case has been built
for these items. You will find the fine workmanship of Mr. Werner
extremely interesting to look at. Other pieces of material that were
brought in, along with the wagons, included some drawings and photo-
graphs. Most of these were put on file so that they will not become
damaged.
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Other items that were recently turned over to the Museum were
paper items that included several contracts with car dealers to sell
Kissel Motor Cars, (these are original contracts), and a complete
listing of employees, their wages and job functions at Kissel Industries
from the year of 1943. 1Included, also, was a 1911 Balance Sheet for
L. Kissel & Sons Co. This is very interesting material, indeed.

We are very happy to have all of these Kissel related items.

LOST & FOUND

As you heard me say many times, it is very difficult to keep track
of Kissel cars that are sold at auctions, or privately, because so few
Kissel owners let us know of the transfer of ownership. This makes it
difficult for us to keep our roster current. A good example of fine
detective work was just accomplished. One of our former members from
California had a Kissel convertible coupe. The owners sold it to a
Frenchman who said it was going to a museum in Paris. I had sent
numerous letters trying to confirm that, indeed, the car was shipped to
France and that it was in this museum. However, I never received a re-
sponse. Fortunately, Fred Koller, who as you recall is a Kissel owner
and who works for the Swiss Embassy, was transferred to Paris, France.
He did some wonderful detective work. He found out that the party who
had originally bought the car was acting as a broker and that the car
was purchased for someone else in Paris who was in the used collector
car buying and selling business. Fred was able to talk to the new
party and he took a photograph of the vehicle, all restored. At least
we know where the vehicle is for now. Hopefully, if and when it is sold,
we will be further advised.

Another interesting point that Mr. Koller found out talking with
the people there was that some Kissels were located in Spain. In check-
ing back through our information we found that there was a very good
dealership, probably one of the better one's in Europe, located in
Madrid. So, it would stand-to-reason that there is a good chance that
there are more Kissels to be found in Europe. Hopefully, we will find
them and be able to keep our roster up-to-date.

KISSELS SOLD

There has been a bit of a flurry of activity with Kissels being
bought and sold over the last several months. Fortunately, we have

been kept abreast of the new owners. If you want to change your roster,
please do so.

FROM TO

Wally Rank Bruce McBroom - Los Angeles, CA
His 1927 Kissel Speedster that was used in the Eddie
Duchan story.

Diane Trump Pascal Buquen - Carnac, France
Her 1927 Coupe Roadster
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FROM SOLD TO

Randy Howard & Rob Wiren Thomas Viner,M.D., Iowa City, IA
Their 1928 White Eagle Deluxe Brougham

Dan Werner J.Greg Hoffman, M.D., Eagle River,WI
His 1927 Speedster

Ed Gibes Joseph Kohler, Hartland, WI
His 1929 Kissel Tourster which was 90% restored.

James Farber Steve Dana, Bellows Falls, VT
His 1913 Semi Racer

Jane Lazyniski Dennis M. Holloway, Marion, IA
Her 1928 Speedster

Ottar Myhre Eric Allersler, Bramming, Denmark
His 1926 7 Passenger Sedan

We have just learned that a Mr. Konstantin Nikitin of Slovakia,
Europe, owns a 1930 White Eagle Brougham.

Also, there's been a little activity up in Canada where a Chris
Bamford found a chassis & engine for a 1912 Kissel. This vehicle had
been converted some time ago to be utilized as a tractor. It has been
sitting idle for about 40 years. Mr. Ben Popadak recently purchased
a Kissel truck chassis of about 1912 vintage.

KNOCK-OFF HUBS

In our last newsletter I mentioned that we are working on our 1930
Kissel Tourster that had been donated by Dr. Fred Simeone. The vehicle
used Dayton wheels with heavy chrome knock-off hubs. Upon inspection
of the knock-offs we found that each one of the inner cups, that was
threaded, was broken or cracked. Many years ago, someone had "forced"
them to cause this damage. We did some checking and found that the '28
& '29 Auburn's used the same wheel and knock-offs for what's referred
to as their 'small 8'. There are other vehicles that use the same
wheels and knock-offs. Unfortunately, none were to be had. Upon the
efforts of Del Beyer, Kissel owner and museum board director, we have
gone ahead and cast 88 knock-offs to fit Dayton wheels and are also
usable on many other vehicles. Enough of these hubs are being manu-
factured so that we will obviously have excess. If anyone in the club
needs knock-offs for a Kissel or some of the other vehicles that used
the same hub and wheel, please contact us. We will be more than happy
to sell you as many as you may need for your vehicle.

TRUCK SHOW

Well, it's that time of year when car shows and truck shows are in
abundance. This year the Antique Truck Historical Society will be having
their National Meet at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This will give us a chance
to show our 1923 Kissel truck which has finally been completed and is
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presently on display at the museum. With a top speed of 20 miles an hour,

obviously, we don't plan on driving it to Milwaukee, However, I would
guess that it is fully capable of making the trip.

OLDER KISSELS

The Hartford Heritage Auto Museum is still in dire need of older
Kissel cars. We definitely would like to get some that were manufactured
prior to 1920 for display. We ask you for whatever help you may be able
to extend to us in obtaining said older vehicles. To be placed in the
museum requires only some paperwork. You don't pay us and we don't pay
you, however, we do keep the vehicle in clean condition and certainly
well protected in our concrete building. We also have alarms for both
fire and theft. If you have available or want to make available to us

your Kissel, please do so. You may give me a call if you have any
further questions.

MUSEUM NOTES

ACTIVITIES

This year apparently is the year for parties and special visits to
the Hartford Auto Museum. The State Society of Automotive Historians
met here at the Museum and the National Board, also, met here in the
first quarter of the year. 1In addition, we will be having the fire buffs
organization which is a group of people who collect antique fire equip-
ment. We are expecting anywhere from 300 to 400 people for that single
day. They will be conventioning in the Milwaukee area and plan on
spending at least part of the day here in Hartford. We would anticipate
that they will also be bringing a large amount of equipment for display.

This is going to be on July 15th. If you happen to be in the area, please
feel free to drop in.

In addition, we have booked quite a few parties of which include The
Shriners, a political party, and, an 'award' party sponsored by a local
company. As you may or may not know, we do utilize part of the museum for
these types of activities. Banquets have always been part of the methods
by which we produce some of our income. As you know we are not tax
supported and rely on, for the most part, ourselves to generate income.
The special parties held here have certainly helped. 1In the near future
we plan to try an antique flea market. Part of this building has been
rented out to an antique mall and it is the renter's desire to utilize
some of our grounds for a flea market. We will see how it goes and, if
it turns out 'well', we may be able to do more. With the proliferation
of car shows, sometimes an antique flea market may be a refreshing break.

THE NASH ROOM

Just to let you know that while I don't have the exact date set for
the "Grand Opening" of the National Nash Museum room, this will be forth-

coming sometime in June. Most of the electrician's work has been done.
The walls have been put in place. The gas furnace has arrived and only
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needs to be hung. All that is left to do is the painting of the room
which will not take much time with the use of power sprayers. I'm sure
that those of you that will be coming for the Kissel Kar Klub Banquet
Meeting will have an opportunity to view the Nash room in its completed
form. Considering that Nash was the longest lived car company in the
State of Wisconsin and Kissel was the seconded longest lived at 25

years, it certainly is appropriate to have the two here. Now, if I could
only get Case, Mitchell, and FWD to participate with vehicles for our
Museum, our Wisconsin connection will continue to grow.

WISH LIST

Some of the Kissel Kar Klub members, and some of the other people
who have been interested in the Museum, have asked that I make a list
of items that we would like to have for the Museum facility. If you
have any connections or maybe even have the items themselves, perhaps

you would consider donating them to the Museum. The following are some
of the items.

1. Tables - 8' Folding, 7 to 10 tables
2. Chairs - 50, Folding
3. Drill Press - Floor or bench

4. Floor Buffer/Polisher - Type used in large retail stores
to Mop/Dry/Buff in one step

5. Computer with Programs - To make signs
6. Locking File Cabinet - 4 Drawer
7. 2 New Gas Modines - 150 - 20 BTU

8. New Roof!

' 1993
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needs to be hung. All that is left to do is the painting of the room
which will not take much time with the use of power sprayers. I'm sure
that those of you that will be coming for the Kissel Kar Klub Banquet
Meeting will have an opportunity to view the Nash room in its completed
form. Considering that Nash was the longest lived car company in the
State of Wisconsin and Kissel was the seconded longest lived at 25

years, it certainly is appropriate to have the two here. Now, if I could
only get Case, Mitchell, and FWD to participate with vehicles for our
Museum, our Wisconsin connection will continue to grow.

WISH LIST

Some of the Kissel Kar Klub members, and some of the other people
who have been interested in the Museum, have asked that I make a list
of items that we would like to have for the Museum facility. If you
have any connections or maybe even have the items themselves, perhaps

you would consider donating them to the Museum. The following are some
of the items.

1. Tables - 8' Folding, 7 to 10 tables
2. Chairs - 50, Folding
3. Drill Press - Floor or bench

4. Floor Buffer/Polisher - Type used in large retail stores
to Mop/Dry/Buff in one step

5. Computer with Programs - To make signs
6. Locking File Cabinet - 4 Drawer
7. 2 New Gas Modines - 150 - 20 BTU

8. New Roof!
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The Kissel Motor Car Co

Hartford - Wisconsin

November 33, 1331,

Mr, Enrl 8. Huwatechek,
Manltomoo, Wia,

Dear Sir:

Ao the motor is the unit of greatest im-
portance, the Kinsel englneers have npplied
their 15 yenra experience - pained while bulld-
ing such motors ns the Kipssel "6-42 and "4-36" -
in order to attaln the hipgheat degrea of engl-
nearing efficlency nnd advance devalopment in
the latest Kissel Custom-built motor.

From the nnnlysin of molnlas - made accord=-
ing to Kissol's own specifications - to the com=
pletion of the motor aa n finlshed power plant,
Custom-tuilding in rigldly adhered to through—
out every oporation.

In deaigning his molor to meel every per-
formance rogquirement, Klasol hau developed and
perfected such featuren no tho Thormestatic Con-
trol — Automntic 011 Control — Perfect Motor
Hent Balance — Light Welght Tietonn — llew Blnnd-
nrd for balnneing reclprocnting pnrins and other
exclunlvo fontures %o ba dooverlibed In pubsequont
letters.

The result lo Lhe present How Kissel-bullt
Slx motor — excecdingly qulet, smooth, free from
vibration — giving a maximum nmount of powor and
ntill economicnl in pnaoline and oll -- in short,
n motor the experlenced owner would expect In n
enr bullt to his own spoeclfications,

Yours very truly,
THE EKIBSEL MOTOR CAR CO.
+ A
%@_4;,,

QCF 1 FW Gnlng chft

QUICK FACTS
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Thie [Gssel Motor Car Co

Haritford - - Wisconsin

Kr. kurl 5. luwatchek,
Mrnitovoo, VWina.

Doer Sir:

Kisael Roadabllily In n good example of hos the
Klsnel englneors, in deanigning a enr that would ful-
111 every reguiremnnt of a cusatom-built automohlile,”
develop many lmportant and exclunive Hissel fentures,

As an experienced owner, you know the importance
of a car ponsesaing the ability to hold-to-the -rond,
at all speeda, without aldenwny, sworving or akidding.

An oxolunivo I'onture of the Klasel Custom -bullt
Bix in the opeeinlly low deslgned chnazin, perfectly
balanced, and with proper welght distribulion to en-
able tho car to "hug-the-rond" at any speed,

Thia perfect roadebility Inswres anfety and rild-
Ing comfort nt nll epeedn — stops nldesway - reducen
pkidding to n minlmim - providen ense of driving con-

trol — ondn dentructive vibration and effectn gront
eoonomios in tires fuel.

To nhow how Kiasel enpinecorns developed this Road-
nbillty, wo are onclosing n 1ittle folder {n which the

fanctors, contribnting to this very lwportant custom-
built fenture, are cloarly shown.

Youra very truly,

THE KISSEL MOTCR CAR COU,

//{}(}? r:f
GCF:LW

’
Galea Dupﬁ(
Eno. Rondability Insert.

A REAL SALES PITCH

May 1993



This is a series of letters sent in response to inquiries
from a Doctor George Earl Huwatschek. these were given to
us by the Doctors family. I find it a very interesting

series on how cars were sold,

and indeed how business was

accomplished in past years. I hope you enjoy them too.

The [Gssel Motor Car Co

Hartford ++ Wisconsin

ovember 10, 19D321.

ir. Earl 5. Huwatschek,
Manitowoe, Wia.

Dear S5ir:

To atinin his ideanl of indlvidunlity, Kissol erect-
ed his own body designing and construction planta, in
charge of n corps ol exporicenced donigners nnd skilled
craftemen — who worked out structural ldens nnd methods
to produce Exclusiveness of Dosign, Detall and Finish,

Kinsel Individunllity i fundamentnl In - that such
an ndvanced engineering and construction feature np the
cpecinlly low designed Kienel chanssis ig ldeal for the
low, full-bodled coach design.

Ench Klopel cuntom body 1s a compoaite of thoao re-—
rinemonts and conveniensea which give Indvidunllity of
Deslgn — Dinvinctivenens of Appearance - Harmoniounanenn
of Finloh - Exclusivoness and Completencan of Kquipment,
Appointments and Upholstery Dotniln.

In addition — Klanel hand-Lailors hin bodles nnd
tops over hand fitted framea — moulding the cushions
and back to neccomodale reclining ponture with enny
driving and riding positiona - n roomy, comfortnble
tonneau with restful lounge saats.

Very truly yours,
THE KISSEL MOTOR CAR CO.

¢,

GCF:{LW 8alen DapV{

The Kisselgraph Page 9

Lhe [Gssel Motor Car (o

Hariford - - Wisconsin

Ootober 3, 1821.

Mr. Earl 5. luwatsohek,
Manitowco, Tie.

Doar Sir:

Klaoel's Ideal and Tolley Ineludes avery dn-
tall In equipment and nppointment| the oxperlenced
user would have; not becnuse these ltemn merely
const more, but bocauna thoy ndd to tha life, por-
formanco, comfort and appearance of the car,

As nn example, you would epoeify Cord tireno
becanne they are the beat in tires and do ndd to
tho car's life, performance and comfort. Cord
tires are regular Klanallequipmant.

Wire whoels are found on moot high prade
oars, bocanan the experlenced and erltleal buyer
spocifian them, even at extran cont, and becausa
they add to the resillency, comlort and appenr-
anco, Wire wheels are regular Kinsel equlpment.

Ghock absorbern — specinlly designed cushlon
aprings and trinming - thermostatic control —
apecial frame and chasals deaign — motometer -
olock — specinlly denigned brakes — bumperns - ete.,
are soms of the other items excluslvely deaigned
and applied as regular Kissel equipment.

Thesn refinements are partieularly mentioned,

"to emphnolzo the oxtent to which Kiamel goan, in

avery detall and part, which makes for o better
product,

Very truly yours,
THE KISGIL HOTDH CAR CO,

Al

Enles Deply.
!

GCF1IW

REAL ADVERTISING
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An invitation to buy a new KISSEL sent by no less than the
company President. Now thats real follow through ! When did
you last get a letter like this from a car builder !

The Kissel Motor Car Co

Hartford .- Wisconsin

Mr, Georpe E. Huwatsochek,
sdanitowoo,Vils,

Dear Sir;

If you are contemplating nttegdéng the State
Fair at Milwaukee, the week of August to Beptember
6th, we know you will be interested in viewing the many
new advance engineered Kissel Models which will be on

display at the New Manufacturers. Exposition Building
during the week.

We, therefore, take this means of extending you
a special Invitation as it would ‘indeed be a plensure for
us to explain the latest added Kissel features, which
make 1t more than ever a car of distinotion nnd a car
every owner can be proud of possessing. In nddition to
the many improvements Kissel has previously posgessed
woe have just added — (1) A Dual 0il purifying System (2)
Air Cleaner, and (3) Gasoline Purifier, all of which we
would like to explain to you in addition to the many
other features that have placed Kissel in the lead.

Kinsal, in July, was second in new car rogistra-
tion in Wisconsin mmong manufacturers building only cars
selling at $15600 or over, Ouly one manufacturer, Packard,
ran ahead cf Kissel. This fact is conclusive proof that
Eissel, Wisconsin's own quality car, Is rapidly being ap-
preciated by the residents of our. own stale who desire a

car that will giva them miles and miles of unfaltering
service,

Wo are looking forwurd to the pleasure of meet-
. ing you personelly at the Falr, or if by chance you have
a few spare hours, take a trip to 'the factory (1} hour
drive from Milwaukee) and szee for yourself the painstak-
ing proceas necessary in building a reanl quality motor
car such as the Kissel.
Very truly yours,

THI KISSEL MOTOR CAR CO.

QAK LW .-" Preasident,
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